COMPILATION OF EMAILS RELATED TO SHELTERS

APRIL 15, 2010 TO May 20, 2010

From: Mary Lu [mailto:mary.lu.06@gmail.com] 
Sent: Thursday, April 15, 2010 4:37 PM
To: Town Council
Subject: Men's shelter

Dear Mayor and city council members,

As a longtime resident at 502 westminster drive of chapel hill, I am strongly against the proposal to build a Men's shelter in the homestead area. This area is heavily populated with residents with families and a very popular park for kids to play. With the introduction of a men's shelter in the area, I do not feel safe to let me kid bike to the park. I will not feel safe for my kids to even get on and off school bus by themselves anymore.

 

If you feel safe let homeless men being close to kids, then build it in area like homestead. On the other hand, if you would not hire them as your baby sitter, please reconsider choose this location to build the shelter. It is too close to families!!! 

 

Please build it somewhere else.

 

Thanks for your time,

 

Sincerely  yours,

 

--Mary Lu

From: Sarwat Husain [mailto:sarwathusain@hotmail.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, April 14, 2010 10:48 PM
To: Town Council
Subject: We oppose the new mens homeless shelter on MLK blve/ Homestead Rd.

 
Dear Mayor, 
The relocation of the men's shelter to the Homestead area is a terrifying thought for us community members. Not only will it compromise our home security, but also, disturb our peace of mind whne walking or hanging out with our kids at the Park. We strongly oppose the construction and relocation of this facility.

From: Perry Collette [mailto:pcollette04@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 13, 2010 6:36 PM
To: Town Council
Subject: Homeless shelter

This email is to express our continued opposition to the building of a homeless shelter on the proposed location on MLK.  All of the pertinent objections you already know.

 

In a time of extreme budget deficits and even tighter family budgets, the council should not even be considering such an expenditure in the first place. The town does not have a sufficient tax base for such an undertaking. Frankly, you need to focus on delivering basic services to the taxpayers which are not being adequately met.  If they were, I would not be doing things like retrieving a stolen purse out of the storm drain yesterday.  It was stolen from a neighbor's car, after her window (along with a string of other nearby thefts) was smashed. She lost her license, credit cards and cash in addition to the auto damage. 

 

Since the Chapel Hill PD cannot seem to provide sufficient police protection with our current situation, it disturbs me to have the board and IFC planning to drop a crime magnet in the form of a men's homeless shelter right in our backyards.  Your plans make an already unmanageable situation even worse.  And the objections of residents from all of the surrounding neighborhoods, such as our's, seems to fall on deaf ears at the council. For once, how about giving priority to the folks who actually pay the freight and cover the town's bills. It would be a nice change of pace.

 

Perry & Kelly Collette, 503 Westminster Drive.

From: Dwight Smith [mailto:DwightSmith@nc.rr.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 13, 2010 10:39 PM
To: Town Council; Mark Kleinschmidt; laurineasthom@gmail.com; dbell4ch@gmail.com; mattczajkowski@nc.rr.com; sally@ibiblio.org; ed.harrison@mindspring.com; genepease7@gmail.com; pennyrich.ch@gmail.com
Subject: Proposed IFC Men's Residential Facility

I writing to request that you not support the building of the IFC’s proposed men’s residential facility on the corner of Martin Luther King Boulevard and Homestead Road.   While the building of such a facility is a desirable undertaking, the selection of this site with its proximity to local neighborhoods, the community park, day care facilities, etc. is just wrong and arguably irresponsible.  Please do not ignore the objections of those citizens who will feel the immediate negative impact of such a project.

Regards,

Dwight and Valerie Smith

Chapel Hill, NC

-----Original Message-----

From: Ming Li [mailto:mingli73@duke.edu] 

Sent: Wednesday, April 14, 2010 2:48 PM

To: Town Council

Subject: Strongly against Men's Shelter relocate

Dear Mayor and Councils,

We are residents nearby the Homestead Park where all of our family with two children spend some time there every week. We are so upset to hear that a Men's Shelter would relocate so close to our home. We just bought a house here last year. If we could know your plan earlier, we wouldn't buy this house here. Now we are so worried. So do my neighbors. We are afraid our children won't have a safe place to play any more. We are so concerned that this big shelter will bring crimes from current downtown site to our communities. In addition, our property will loss value because of  unsafe environment.

Please, please stop this plan, it is not a fair plan. Many people are worried but they don't know what to do.  We are paying higher tax for living here because we want to support the education here. The Men's shelter could have a better place. If it were built, it would be too close (walking distance) to schools, daycare center and dense residential area.  We would not be safe.  Who will care about our concerns?

All of us need your help,

Mindy, Feng, Alan & Leo

-----Original Message-----

From: Peng Sun [mailto:psun@duke.edu]

Sent: Sunday, April 18, 2010 10:06 PM

To: Town Council

Subject: Concerns over Men's Shelter Relocation

Dear Mayor and Town Council Members,

I am a resident in the Northwoods neighborhood.  We have two sons, aged

3 and 5.  I recently learned about the proposed relocation of the county's Men's Shelter to the intersection of MKL and Homestead, within walking distance to our home, my younger son's day care and my elder 

son's school.   It is a simple statistical fact that areas near Men's 

Shelter encompasses higher crime rate.  Within walking distance from the proposed location are dense residential neighborhoods, two day care centers, and a primary school, with many, many young kids.  The availability and vulnerability of small kids may be particularly attractive to potential sex offenders, who can easily take advantage of the Shelter, especially its "white flag night."  I agree that we should not "fear the homeless," and constantly teach my own children to show sympathy and and offer help to people who need it much.  However I cannot convince myself that whoever proposed the plan has seriously considered the single most important concern of most families -- the safety and well being of our children.  I hope that you could understand my deep concern over the plan, and trust that you could help the country finding a different location for the Shelter, far away from young children.

Regards,

Peng Sun

-----Original Message-----

From: Songlin Zhu [mailto:slzhu@yahoo.com] 

Sent: Sunday, April 18, 2010 10:12 PM

To: Town Council

Subject: Seriously concerned with Men's Homesless Shelter

Dear Mayor and Town Council,

I am writing to express my serious concerns about the

proposed new location for men’s homeless shelter. 

This proposed men’s homeless shelter is in the walking

distance to schools, parks and neighborhoods with thousands of kids. Placement of a men’s homeless shelter adjacent to this popular public area is completely unacceptable and irresponsible! 

Also, as I learned from the public hearings, this shelter is much more than a transitional facility. Emergency spaces on floor will open up on rainy, cold or hot nights. Also, the shelter is a “Wet Shelter”, which means that men who are drunk or high will be permitted to stay overnight. All these facts raise serious

concerns:


1. Where will these men go in the morning after a night in the shelter?


2. Will my kids be safe to bike to the homestead park, or, will my elder 

neighbors be safe to walk across the park to the senior center at the 
morning when white flag residents are released?


3. Based on the statistical data from www.nccrime.us, 80% of the sex 
offenders violations were at the current men’s shelter, what these data 
mean to thousands of kids in this area? 

All above questions are just few among what I am worried about.

However, current plan totally ignored our residents concerns.  Nobody can give us clear and solid answers of any of my questions. 

Our kids and our community deserve to be safe. That's why I strongly against relocating men's homeless shelter to this area.

Thank you for your time!

 Songlin Zhu and wife Xiajuan Yin

From: Shu Lu [mailto:shulu@email.unc.edu] 
Sent: Monday, April 19, 2010 9:43 PM
To: Town Council
Cc: 'Shu Lu'
Subject: Please don't move the men's shelter to MLK/Homestead area

Dear mayor and council members,

 

My family has lived in the homestead area of Chapel Hill for 2 years. We like the peaceful neighborhood so much. Almost every evening, we take our two-year-old daughter to the playground at the Homestead's Park, where she plays and meets friends. My husband plays soccer every weekend in the soccer field at the park. 

 

When we heard that the city plans to relocate and expand the men's shelter to the MLK/Homestead area, we were very disappointed. We fear, from the bottom of our hearts, that we would lose our peaceful neighborhood, which has been like a heaven for us in the past two years. It is shown by evident data, that the location of the men's shelter has much higher crime rate than other areas. Would we continue to take our kid to the Homestead Park, which is within 5 min's walk to the planned location of the shelter? I guess so, but with much more cautiousness. Would my husband continue to play soccer over weekends in the soccer field? I guess so, but not in a relaxed mood any more.

 

As residents, we certainly understand that the shelter has to be located somewhere. However, we believe that when deciding its location the city needs to take extremely careful consideration of the safety issue that comes with it. The location selection should minimize its effect on local residents. I believe there must be a better way to handle this problem, other than moving and expanding it to the MLK/Homestead area. It is our sincere hope that you will find such a way. 

 

Sincerely,

 

Shu Lu

A resident of the New Parkside Community

Tel: 919-901-0809

From: David n June Carbonneau [mailto:carbonneauhh@hotmail.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 20, 2010 9:45 AM
To: Town Council
Subject: against the relocation of IFC's Men's homeless shelter

Dear Mayor and Councils:
 
As concerned residents who lives within walking distance of the proposed new location of men's homeless shelter, we want to voice our anger towards the town's selecting process of this new location for IFC's men's homeless shelter: this is a densely populated residential neighborhoods and parks where many children play around freely in their neighborhoods and parks, to put a men's homeless shelter in the middle of this neighborhood is irresponsible and a total disregard of our children's safety and our neighborhoods' safety. Why do you decide to put so many social services in our neighborhood? we've already got the freedom house, the women's shelter, the drug/alcohol halfway houses, why keep on putting in more homeless shelters in our neighborhood? Aren't you at all concerned about our children's safety? Please do not compromise our children's safety just because you want to clean up the appearances of downtown chapel hill.
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
David & June Carbonneau 
129 Vintage Dr. 
Chapel Hill, NC 27516 

From: r b b [mailto:trident_420@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Monday, April 19, 2010 9:07 PM
To: Town Council
Subject: Against the relocation of mens shelter to MLK/Homestead Area

Dear Sir/Madam

I am resident of Homewoods neighborhood close to homestead. I feel shifting the men's shelter close to MLK/homestead is not a good idea for a variety of reasons.

Ravi Bansal

From: april zhong [mailto:aprilhzhong@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Monday, April 19, 2010 8:36 PM
To: Town Council
Subject: strongly against the relocation of Men's shelter to MLK/Homestead Area

Madam or Sir,

I am very upset to know of the relocation of men's shelter to my neighborhood. It will prove a big disaster to the neighborhood. I have two kids and I surely want them to grow up in a sex-offender free environment. 

Since there are already Freedom House, women's shelter and drug/alcohol halfway houses in 1/4mile radius of this neighborhood, I truly believe the county government should consider another site to locate the men's shelter. 

Thanks for your consideration and listening.

 

Sincerely,

 

Hong Zhong

Resident of Parkside Subdivision

From: Dr. Prasad Turaga [mailto:pturaga@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Monday, April 19, 2010 10:50 PM
To: Town Council
Subject: Strongly against the relocation of Men's Shelter to MLK/Homestead area

I am a homeowner in the Partkside area on Weaver Dairy ext. and am close to the proposed relocation site of Men's Shelter to my neighborhood.  I am seriously concerned about the safety my neighborhood with this relocation and strongly object to it.

Prasad Turaga, Ph.D.
109 Worsham Dr.
Chapel Hill, NC - 27516
919-929-4526

From: junjiang_sun@med.unc.edu [mailto:junjiang_sun@med.unc.edu] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 20, 2010 11:12 AM
To: Town Council
Subject: Strongly against the relocation of Men's shelter to MLK/Homestead area

Dear Major,

As the owner of 117 Vintage Dr, I wish to express my serious concern over the relocation of Men's shelter to MLK/Homestead area.

Thanks

 

Junjiang Sun

-----Original Message-----

From: Kyung Huer [mailto:huer@email.unc.edu] 

Sent: Tuesday, April 20, 2010 11:20 AM

To: Town Council

Subject: Strongly against the Relocation of Men's Shelter to MLK/Homestead Area!!!

Kyung Huer,

302 Christine, Ct.

Chapel Hill, NC 27516

-----Original Message-----

From: Jainab Khatun [mailto:khatun@email.unc.edu] 

Sent: Tuesday, April 20, 2010 10:15 PM

To: Town Council

Cc: Jainab Khatun

Subject: Against men's shelter next to homestead park

Hello,

I live in Park side. My name is Jainab Khatun and I am writing this email to strongly oppose the relocation of Men's homeless Shelter next to homestead park. This does not mean I am against social services, but why so many social services need to be concentrated in one corner of Chapel Hill. Already this neighborhood has "Recovery Center", "Low Income Houses" etc etc. Why Chapel Hill authority do not find some other area for social services? 

Jainab Khatun 

From: Chris Moran [mailto:executive@ifcmailbox.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 20, 2010 5:08 PM
To: Town Council
Cc: BRIAN CURRAN
Subject: New Crime Reports about Community House and Proposed Location
Importance: High

Dear Mayor and Town Council:

At the conclusion of the third "Community Discussion" I reported some new findings about crime numbers based on reports prepared by Christa Polczynski Olson, PhD., Assistant Professor of Sociology at Bridgewater College. Professor Olson's voluntarily prepared these reports based on her interest in homeless crime statistics and projects like ours.  She has compiled the two crime reports for the area around Community House's current location and for the proposed location on Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. The information derived from these reports provides some new data for your interest. The reports have been posted on our http://marchonpoverty.blogspot.com/ blog for all to see. When you click on "Report" you will find the reports on another page on the side bar under "Community Discussions." 

On our blog there is a great deal of information about IFC's work and history with Community House, the proposed FoodFirst site and other websites to help with sharing accurate information about homelessness and hunger.  If you have any questions about the reports or anything on our blog, you may contact me.  Professor Olson's contact information is in both of the documents. 

There have been many questions at community discussions about white flag nights (when weather conditions, safety, and health concerns for residents require floor space). At the third discussion I reported some actual numbers based on recent IFC findings. These numbers are also on our blog and can be seen below.

The following is information gathered from the Bed Lists at Community House from January 2009 through December 2009: 

Number of men slept on overflow for the 12 months:   1,688
Number of days we slept men on overflow during the 12 months:    197
Highest number of men slept on any given day:       25
Lowest number of men slept on any given day:         1
Average number of men slept (1,688/365):          5

From July 1 through December 31 we looked at the names of the men who slept on overflow: 

Men slept: 563 
Men who were not duplicated (slept on multiple nights): 177 
Highest number of nights spent by any one man: 37
Lowest number of nights spent by any one man: 1 

Sincerely,

Chris Moran

Chris Moran, Executive Director

Inter-Faith Council for Social Service

110 West Main Street

Carrboro, NC 27510

919.929.6380.ext.26 (office)

919.929.3353 (fax)

919.417.5230 (cell)

www.ifcweb.org
http://marchonpoverty.blogspot.com/
http://ifcvolunteers.blogspot.com/
http://twitter.com/IFC_Carrboro
“Slightly more than half of the U.S. population experiences poverty at some time before age 65.” −The Urban Institute

From: Dean S Miner [mailto:dean.miner@duke.edu] 
Sent: Monday, April 26, 2010 11:16 PM
To: Town Council
Subject: Please DO NOT allow Relocation of Men's Shelter to Homestead Road Location


To whom it may concern: 

We are writing to you today as concerned citizens in strong opposition to the current plan to relocate the current Men's Home Shelter.  My wife and I are both Pediatricians are we live very nearby the planned new facility off of NC-86 and Homestead Road.  Given the extremely high density of families with small children, and the proximity of this facility to family friendly places like Homestead Park, we feel that this is an unsafe and unwise move.  Data from www.nccrime.us indicates that since 2003 there  has been a very  high arrest  rates for crime in the vicinity of the Men's Shelter in its current location.  We do not want to bring this crime closer to our families.  Furthermore, we will do all we can to assure that the mayor and any town council members who vote to take such an action are not re-elected during the next election cycle if they endorse this move. 

Sincerely,   


Dean S. Miner, M.D.                                                Ki. Lynn Abel M.D.

Assistant Professor of Internal Medicine and Pediatrics                Pediatric Emergency Medicine 
Duke University

Hi,

We live in the 1/4 mile radius of proposed new location for Men's Shelter, and we walked to Chapel Hill Aquatic Center and Homestead Park quite often.  Once the Men's Shelter is settled there, we will probably not do the same thing anymore, not because we fear the homeless but we are not comfortable with a group of homeless around our small children.  We pay more tax money to the town comparing the around area like Hillsborough, Durham, Cary, Apex,... why can we not be secured with a safe and comfortable neighborhood.  A safe and comfortable neighborhood was the main reason why we move to Chapel Hill 7 years ago.   

Please re-consider this proposal with the concerns of the residents who really live in this neighborhood.  Thank you


Sincerely,
 
Mingju

To whom it may concern:
My name is Laura Covington.  My husband and I live in a townhouse located in the Vineyard Square community that is near Homestead Park.  My husband is a graduate student at the UNC School of Dentistry, and I have an interior design business based out of our home.
I am dismayed and distressed about the fact that the Town of Chapel Hill has plans to relocate the Men's Homeless Shelter to the MLK/Homestead area.
There are many points that I would like to make that you should STRONGLY consider:

In this area, there are preschools, afterschool programs for kids, numerous neighborhoods and apartment complexes filled with students.
Not to mention a PARK!!!  It is not that I am "fearful" of the homeless in general, I am just very worried about how they will spend their time if the shelter is located so far out.  On Franklin Street, they have curriculum that occupies their time.  Also, there is a strong police force closer to the downtown area.  If the shelter is relocated.....how will they spend their time? I can see it right now....they will wander through the streets of residential neighborhoods and camp out in the PARK!!! This is a park that kids and families visit daily to exercise and enjoy the outdoors.  I walk my dog through there everyday. By placing a homeless shelter nearby, you are putting many people in jeopardy.  If the homeless are turned away from the shelter- they will certainly find refuge in the park.  If they are drunk and high....they are capable of anything!!!  Are there policemen stationed in the park to keep watch? No!!!!!!! Then, what/who is going to stop them from attacking innocent children and/or women in the park?? Remember- idle time makes idle hands...these men will get bored and resort to crime for entertainment. What else are they going to do in such a sleepy community so far from downtown??

I graduated from UNC in '06;  I have always had faith in this community.  I have always trusted that it would make decisions that would better our society.  Please don't make me lose faith now.  Please don't relocate the men's shelter to the Homestead/MLK area.  IT JUST ISN'T SAFE.

Thank you,
Laura Covington

From: Ganesan Vaidyanathan [g405@acpub.duke.edu]

Sent: Monday, April 26, 2010 10:01 AM

To: Town Council

Subject: Strongly against with the relocation of Mens's Shelter to  MLK/Homestead Area

Dear Mayor and council members:

I am a resident in the New Parkside neighborhood and am writing this to express my strong objection to the proposed plan of relocating the Men's homeless shelter to our neck of the woods.  While I am sympathetic with the homeless people, given the history of crime near the shelter, it worries me the impact this translocation will have on the safety in our neighborhood and as a result on the value of homes in our neighborhood.

I request that serious consideration be given to not go forward this plan.

Thank you very much.

Sincerely,

Ganesan Vaidyanathan, Ph.D.

Professor of Radiology

Faculty, Medical Physics Graduate Program Box 3808 (mail)

161 C Bryan Research Building (courier)

311 Research Drive

Duke University Medical Center

Durham, NC 27710

Phone: (919) 684-7811

From: Allison Crawford [arenns@yahoo.com]
Sent: Monday, April 26, 2010 8:07 AM
To: Town Council
Subject: concern about shelter location

Dear Mr. Mayor and Town Council Members, 

It is of great concern to us of the proposed location of the future Men's Homeless Shelter at the corner of MLK and Homestead Road.  Not only the lack of community input in the location selection, but also the lack of planning for what will occur on "white flag" nights and thereafter.  We have two young children we send (and will continue to for the next four years) to Orange Methodist Preschool at that corner.  Additionally, we run through and/or visit Homestead Park daily.  

The lack of plans regarding what will happen to sex offenders or individuals who are drunk and/or high when they are released is a serious problem.  Although we are sure that plans will be enacted after an incident happens, no one in this community needs to have an incident happen first in order for a plan to be put in place.  

We hope that you meet your responsibilities as town leaders to have in place plan so that situations can be avoided before they even occur.   Failure to do so will be putting these individuals' care ahead of that of your tax-paying citizens.

Thank you,

Allison and Greg Crawford

[image: image1]
From: Cmanik@aol.com [Cmanik@aol.com]
Sent: Monday, April 26, 2010 9:26 AM
To: Town Council
Cc: jon.dehart@wellsfargo.com
Subject: Men's Homeless Shelter

Dear Mayor and Council Members:

 

I am a Chapel Hill resident. As a former UNC physician I took care of many of the homeless from the downtown shelter and the woods of our town for complications of drug and alcohol abuse. When I moved here I was struck by the number of chronic homeless men for such a small town. I started to ask all my homeless patients where they were from and how the got to Chapel Hill. Not one had been an employed resident of the area who fell on hard times. Some came as far away as Knoxville, TN and Columbia SC as one man put it "because the word out in the homeless community is that Chapel Hill will not just tolerate you but take care of you." All of the men I met were seriously addicted to drugs and alcohol, many were admitted monthly for complications and none were seriously trying to change. 

 

I realize that there are transiently homeless men who need help to get back on their feet. However, if you build a bigger shelter, they will come from well outside Orange County and fill it up. 

 

I feel that our limited government and private charitable resources would be better spent on the poor and under performing adults and children of our town and county than on substance abusers(how do they get the $ for their drugs and alcohol. It is not just begging.)  from outside the area who choose this life style.

 

Therefore I am opposed to the construction of a larger men's homeless shelter. I would rather see our resources go to the women's and children's shelter and to job training for our current un and underemployed.

 

Sincerely,

 

Chris Manik, MD

404 Old Larkspur Way

Chapel Hill, NC

[image: image2]
From: Hui Ming Liu [huiming614@yahoo.com]
Sent: Sunday, April 25, 2010 5:37 PM
To: Town Council
Subject: Strong against men shelter to MLK/Homestead Area

Dear Mayor and council,

I am strongly against relocation of the men shelter to MLK/ Homestead. Because we have too many children and around 2000 houses and very good neighborhood. After relocation this would completely destroy the community environment. And lower my house value. So again I am seriously and strongly against this relocation. Please consider my opinion.

Thank you

Hui-ming liu

From: Dr@smtp.duke.edu [Dr@smtp.duke.edu]
Sent: Sunday, April 25, 2010 5:41 PM
To: Town Council
Subject: Strongly against relocation of men's shelter

Dear Mayor and council,

I am a resident of Parkside.I am strongly against relocation of the men shelter to MLK/ Homestead. Because we have too many children and around 2000 houses and very good neighborhood. After relocation this would completely destroy the community environment. And lower my house value. So again I am seriously and strongly against this relocation. Please consider my opinion.

Thank you

Xiao-Guang Zhao 

From: Daniel Woldorff [danny.woldorff@gmail.com]

Sent: Sunday, April 25, 2010 10:56 AM

To: Town Council

Subject: Questions about Relocation of Men's Shelter

Dear Mayor Kleinschmidt and Town Council,

I live in Northwood neighborhood near the men's homeless shelter's slated place of relocation. I would greatly appreciate it if you might answer a few questions please:

1. Does this location correspond with the highest concentration of homeless in area? Why does this area receive a seemingly disproportionate concentration of services--Freedom House, Women's Shelter, and rehab center--within a 1/4 radius of my neighborhood? My perception is of more homesless folk downtown and near 15-501and therefore a greater need in these places.

2. A statistic cited by a group opposing the relocation: the men's shelter has had the 2nd highest arrest rate since 2003 behind University Mall. Do these arrests involved homeless folk? Were they between homeless or from homeless toward nonhomeless? Is this rate declining, static, or increasing?

Your information would help my family and me sort through both sides of this issue.

With my best regards,

Daniel Woldorff

--

Daniel Woldorff

Chapel Hill High School Green Tigers Campaign

From: wfalvay@nc.rr.com [wfalvay@nc.rr.com]

Sent: Sunday, April 25, 2010 10:58 AM

To: Town Council

Subject: Seriously concerned with relocation of Men's Shelter

To the Mayor and City Council of Chapel Hill:

This letter is to express my concerns with the planned relocation of the Men's Shelter to the Homestead/MLK intersection. I am a resident of 9 years in the area of the planned shelter. I understand the need for shelter and am a supporter of the community response to this need. However, I must state my concerns in no specific order of importance. They are all equally concerning:

1)Why the very high concentration of social services in one area? It just seems like a targeted area. There must be alternatives that suit the needs of the shelter in light of such high concentration of social service facilities(Freedom House, Women's Shelter, Halfway Houses, etc)

2)From the perspective of the above concentration of facilities, neighborhood playgrounds, schools and parks are within walking distance of the proposed facility. Due to the fact that sex offenders and persons with drug/alcohol issues will be housed in this vicinity, the site location appears to give this low consideration. I don't understand why facilities trying to help the homeless would not take this into serious consideration. The odds of a tragic incident increase dramatically in such a setting.

3)The crime rate is very high at the existing Men's Shelter. Chapel Hill police list it as the second highest rate in the town of Chapel Hill. Again, with the proximity of children due to schools and parks within walking distance, why increase the risk of crime when an alternative site without the proximity to children but still suits the needs of the Men's Shelter would drastically reduce such risks.

In summary, the concentration of social service in one area of town coupled with the high number of children utilizing nearby parks and schools clearly surfaces a serious issue with siting a Men's Shelter with the crime statistics noted above. Please reconsider the site of the Men's Shelter facility.

Regards,

William F. Falvey

100 Camille Court

Chapel Hill, NC

From: Niranjan [ninj@sprynet.com]

Sent: Saturday, April 24, 2010 1:38 PM

To: Town Council

Cc: Amrutha S

Subject: Concern over Men's Shelter on Homestead Road

To whomsoever it may concern:

I am distrubed and greatly troubled by the county's plan to establish a men's shelter in the midst of a densely populated family community. I am all about providing shelter for those that are in need in times of emergency BUT can't we find a better location in the vast Orange county than to think of placing it on Homestead Road where within a mile there are atleast 5 different communities housing close to 2000 families with children.

As a tax payer and resident of Orange COunty and Town of Chapel Hill for the past 12 years, I oppose this plan vehemently.

Why can't we find a locationg elsewhere within the vast ORange County ?.

Sincerely,

Niranjan Subramanian

Adrians Place

Windsor Park Community

Chapel Hill, NC 27514

________________________________________

From: Shirley Lee [shirleyconstance@bellsouth.net]

Sent: Saturday, April 24, 2010 8:59 PM

To: Town Council

Subject: Relocation of Men's Shelter

As a resident in the MLK/Homestead Area I am very concerned about the

relocation and expansion of the Men's Shelter.   I understand that the

present men's shelter has the second highest crime rate in Chapel Hill,

according to data from the police department.   The crime rate in this

area is considerably less.   I trust that a suitable alternative plan

can be put into effect.

Sincerely,

Shirley Lee.

-----Original Message-----

From: xi chen [mailto:xichen48@gmail.com]

Sent: Monday, April 19, 2010 8:36 PM

To: Town Council

Subject: strongly against the relocation of Men's shelter to MLK/Homestead Area

Madam or Sir,

I am very upset to know of the relocation of men's shelter to my neighborhood. It will prove a big disaster to the neighborhood. I have a 6-year-old daughter and a baby due this June, and I surely want them to grow up in a sex-offender free environment.

Since there are already Freedom House, women's shelter and drug/alcohol halfway houses in 1/4mile radius of this neighborhood, I truly believe the county government should consider another site to locate the men's shelter.

Thanks for your consideration and listening.

Sincerely,

Xi Chen

A resident in Parkside Subdivision

From: Jiangang Lu [mailto:lujiangang@gmail.com] 
Sent: Monday, April 19, 2010 8:40 PM
To: Town Council
Subject: STRONGLY AGAINST THE RELOCATION OF MEN'S SHELTER TO MLK/HOMESTEAD AREA

Dear mayor and council members,

My family moved in to Homestead area about two years ago. We like here. It is a safe and quiet community. When we know that Men's homeless shelter will be moved to MLK/HOMESTEAD area, we are very disappointed by your decision. You must know that this will greatly impact our community safety and property value.

Here I am strongly against the relocation of Men's shelter to MLK/Homestead area.

thanks,

Jiangang Lu

919-809-9899

From: PETER TURNER [mailto:5turner@msn.com] 
Sent: Friday, April 30, 2010 8:51 AM
To: Town Council
Subject: Strongly Against New Location of Homeless Shelter

I am appalled by the lack of transparency in the selection process.  Also, how exactly do you check the sex-offender status of a homeless person without ID?    Peter & Bliss Turner

Turners 
109 Butterfield Ct
Chapel Hill, NC 27516
919.918.4002

Dear Mr. Mason,

Thank you for your reply.

I'd like to provide some input before the meeting.

We live close to Freedom House, a drug/alcohol rehab facility. After the facility was expanded a year ago, we started hearing and seeing a lot more police cars and fire trucks entering the facility or parking nearby. Sirens sound off a lot more often, many times at evening times. We are bothered!

I know a lot of incidents are recorded using 100 Rosemary St, the current address of Homeless Men's Shelter. If the shelter moves to the new proposed location, which is in walking distance from the Freedom House, you can imagine the situation will get a lot worse. We are already paying the price for the expanded Freedom House, please don't ask us to pay much more! Town of Chapel Hill should make good standards to prevent this from happening. The whole town should share the burden of social services, not a specific corner.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Lixin Yao

202 New Parkside Dr.

Chapel Hill, NC

Phil,

Please consider this as input to tomorrow night's shelter meeting that I am unable to attend due to travel.

QUESTIONS:

· Will the meeting be video or audio recorded?  If it is possible to provide an audio recording to me, I would greatly appreciate it.

· Are the siting aspects to be considered too late for the proposed Homestead facility?

· Has IFC filed its SUP yet?

INPUT:

· Many ordinances have larger school and other proximity requirements for singles & particularly singles men shelters.

· Many ordinances prohibit TWO at-risk facilities in proximity.  The THREE at risk facilities that would be in close proximity to each other would be doubly illegal in those jurisdictions.

· Siting is significantly more important to me than building design issues.  

· Because there is an active project on the table, I question that we will get the same objectivity that we would otherwise get.

· For the purposes of proximity, shelters, drug detox centers, and large group homes should be considered equivalent.  Large group homes have 20 or more individuals.  Homes offering a second and temporary residence for family members of locally hospitalized patients should NOT be considered during consideration of proximity (nor possibly would other elements of shelter siting and design apply to these facilities).

· The Planning Board should consider existing crime in neighborhoods around the proposed site and study crime data for the current men's homeless shelter.

· If the Planning Board looks at the recent survey that Chapel Hill conducted, a large number of citizens do not feel safe downtown, yet IFC's recent crime study compares neighborhood crime rates to downtown and concludes that all development is safe until a neighborhood reaches the highest crime levels in the town.  If the planning board is going to consider IFC's crime study, then I would like to make my rebuttal available.  I asked the author for detailed information to confirm some issues before I published my rebuttal, but this information has not been provided to me. 

· The Planning Board should consider proximity to schools, neighborhoods and parks when marking this decision. We are densely residential and already a very diverse community.  I strongly urge the planning board to take a look at the concentration of existing at-risk services we have today.

Sincerely,
Mark Peters
919-593-5351
*************************************************************************

From: Chuck Walters [mailto:cmwalters@nc.rr.com] 
Sent: Monday, May 03, 2010 10:58 AM
To: Town Council
Subject: Strongly opposed to relocation of Men's Shelter to MLK/Homestead area

Dear Mayor Kleinschmidt and Chapel Hill Town Council,

 

We live in the Northwoods subdivision, adjacent to Parkside and very near Homestead Park.  We want to express our extreme concern about moving the men's shelter to an area near the park and numerous neighborhoods and schools.  A group of citizens has already provided you with a great deal of information about why we believe this move would be a huge mistake.  We believe the safety of the residents and children in the area should be your first and utmost concern.

 

Please include us as additional citizens who do not want this shelter located in the area that is currently proposed.

 

Sincerely,

 

Charles and Ava Walters

103 Harrison Ct

Chapel Hill, NC 27516

919 969-7587

From: LUZMA HENAO [mailto:luzmadehenao@gmail.com] 
Sent: Friday, May 07, 2010 6:24 PM
To: Carol Abernethy
Subject: Men's Homeless Shelter

Chapel Hill, May 9/2010
 

Dear Mayor and Council Members of Chapel Hill, 
 
 You as leaders of our town need to listen all our concerns about the relocation of the Men's Homeless Shelter near to my neighbor Vineyard Square. I believe the consequences on this decision will have a terrible impact not only on my family; also on our neighbor and community. All the neighbors on this part of town are highly dense and family oriented, the proximity to the school and to our families it is a terrible risk that nobody wants (the highly rate of arrest close to shelter, and the conditions of most of the men -drunk/high even early in the morning-). As you know, this part of the town already have a highly concentration of social services (Freedom House, Women's Shelter and Drug/Alcohol halfway Houses). 
As you know this decision will affect our live and our community, since this is the only shelter in 400 sq. miles of Orange County I beg to find another location. Men that use the shelter usually are the same people (I encourage to have a rehabilitation program), usually under influence of substances; affecting the community surrounded. Walking close to the Shelter on Rosemary it is a public risk that me and my family experimented, been hassle by 
them. 
 
 Thanks for your understanding to this matter. 

Luz Mariela Mesa de Henao

-----Original Message-----

From: Danhong Lu [mailto:lu000012@mc.duke.edu] 

Sent: Wednesday, May 12, 2010 2:27 PM

To: mayorandcouncil@townofchapelhill_.org

Subject: opposition about 

Dear Mayor,

My family concerns about the proposed new location of Men's shelter at the corner of Homestead Rd/MLK Blvd for our kids' safety.

Thank you for your attention.

Sincerely

Danhong Lu

306 Laurens Way

Dear Mr. Mason,
As a resident of the neighborhood close to the proposed site of the man's homeless shelter, I would like to ask you and other council members to consider all possible negative impacts to the communities when you make your decision. 
I support the programs in such nature. However, it is also necessary to consider the appropriateness of the location and the possible impact of such establishment to the existing communities and facilities. 
What's the plan for these men during the day? The proposed facility is adjacent to the Homestead park. next to the playground there is a picnic place where there are benches, tables as well as a picnic shelter and public restroom. Is it reasonable to say the homeless men will possibly occupy the place during the day? I understand that everybody including the homeless have the rights to go to the park. But I think it is also reasonable to say that a responsible parent won't allow his/her 15 year old hanging out with friends in the park during summer break. Will I go to the park and take a walk by myself? Probably not. Will parents with young children be concerned with kids playing in the playground while the benches nearby are occupied by the homeless men? I would. 
IFC kept saying that the residents' fears are just fears, not justified. I would like them to tell me why my fears are not reasonable. 
As a first generation immigrant and a naturalized American citizen, I broke into tears when Barack Obama was elected President of United States. I experienced first hand the incredible power of democracy when citizens are the ones who actually have the power to select their leader and decide the course of their county.  However,  we as neighborhood residents are not included in the selection of the proposed shelter site which I would expect to be a democratic process.  
Still, I am confident that citizens in this country, whether they are rich and powerful like those from the more affluent neighborhoods, or middle class immigrant, like me and many of my neighbors, will be able to make our reasonable concerns recognized. 

Thank you for you and your colleagues for serving the public. I do admire people like you since I understand that you do not do this for money or power but for the better of our society. 

Sincerely 

Li Xu

From: Steve Kirschner [mailto:steveakirschner@gmail.com] 
Sent: Monday, May 17, 2010 4:52 PM
To: Town Council
Subject: Homeless shelter location

Dear Mr. Mayor and Members of the Chapel Hill Town Council:

I write to express my concerns about the site of the proposed homeless shelter near the intersection of Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard and Homestead Road. This issue has unfortunately pitted members of the community against the Inter-Faith Council and that is a shame. The IFC does great work and there is certainly a need for an expanded men's shelter. However, the proposed site is not where a shelter should be located. 

Please forgive me if my facts are mistaken as I have tried to keep informed but it seems, as with any controversial subject, there are two sides to every issue and both sides have done a good job of getting their "facts" out in the public. 

My understanding is that on "white flag" nights, of which there are many, the shelter does not have time to check the histories of those men whom the shelter accepts. Thus, there is a real possibility that sexual offenders and others with violent criminal pasts may stay the night at the shelter. In the morning, when the men are discharged, where do they go and what do they do? What safety assurances can the IFC and the Town give to the residents who live near the shelter and to the child day care center to which the shelter will be adjacent?

I understand the location is desirable because the University is donating the land and the site is on the bus route. But are money and access going to be the answers if a tragedy occurs as a result of one of the men who is staying at the shelter. 

It does not make sense. If we were reading about a story that happened in California or any other state where a homeless shelter that accepted men with sexual, criminal and/or drug histories was placed next to a kid's park and a day care center and something tragic happened at the park or day care, wouldn't we all just shake our heads and say what the heck were they thinking when they built the shelter there?

It only takes one such tragedy to destroy people's lives. There are no second chances when something like that happens. But the Town and the IFC have a second chance right now to find a safer and more appropriate place for the shelter. 

I am a religious person who believes in helping those less fortunate than me. But I am also a father of two small children who live in the area and like to play at the "Barney Park" as my daughter calls it, and the husband of a wife who likes to run in the neighborhood in the early morning hours. I am concerned for their safety should this shelter be built. Therefore, I ask that you please find another site for the shelter. Thank you for your time and considerations.

With respect,

Steve Kirschner
114 Worsham Drive
Chapel Hill NC 27516
home: 968-1531

-----Original Message-----

From: Harriet Wu [mailto:hwu@bellsouth.net] 

Sent: Tuesday, May 18, 2010 10:48 PM

To: planning

Subject: proposed IFC shelter

Dear Members of the Planning Board,

I am writing to add my voice to many who are concerned about the 

proposed location of the IFC shelter to Homestead Road. At a recent 

planning meeting, the head of the IFC board spoke and said that he chose 

the location primarily for zoning reasons. I urge the board to consider 

other factors beyond zoning.

- Northwest Chapel Hill is already home to a women's shelter, a recently 

constructed recovery center (Freedom House) and several halfway houses. 

The residents of this area already host more than their fair share of 

social services. Why is this area being targeted for another shelter? Is 

it because the residents (a diverse, international population) are not 

adept at making their protests heard politically?

- Homestead Park is a popular, heavily-used community park, and the Town 

needs to consider the impact of locating the shelter nearby. Would young 

mothers and the elderly feel uneasy about going to the park during the 

day if the shady benches and tables of the park become as popular as the 

benches on Franklin Street? Would older children, who often bike and 

scooter to the park without parents, be forbidden to do so?

Our homeless citizens need our help, and they deserve a chance to 

rebuild their lives.

But I urge the planning board to find a solution which does not make so 

many other citizens uneasy.

With thanks,

Harriet Wu

Chapel Hill

From: Mark Peters [mailto:tarheel@thepeters.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, May 12, 2010 8:36 PM
To: Town Council; Phil Mason
Subject: Rebuttal to IFC Crime Analysis


Council Members,

Please read the attached rebuttal of a recent crime study published by IFC.

Sincerely,
Mark Peters

cc:  Phil Mason, Planning Dept (Phil, please forward to the planning board and acknowledge receipt)

Executive Summary

The author of crime analysis published by IFC concludes that we can build all the at risk facilities we want in North Forest Hills, Parkside, Meadowmont, the Oaks, or any other suburban neighborhood as long the neighborhood will have less crime than downtown Franklin Street.  Most Chapel Hill residents would strongly disagree with this as a tenet for town planning.

Every map in IFC's papers shows that there is a hotspot of criminal incidents at the current shelter.  The author admits in the conclusion that she cannot disprove that this crime was committed by shelter residents.

We have found what appear to be several major errors and issues with the data and conclusions in IFC's papers.  

These errors and issues include (please read details below):

· The omission of known crime hotspots near the proposed shelter location

· Failure to recognize and compensate for the police station itself in the data (CHPD station listed as #1 sex offense location)

· Failure to correctly identify the current women's shelter location and correlate crime shown on map to it

We have asked for the geocoding data so that we can verify the errors and insure that major crime is being properly counted, but the author has refused to provide this data. 


Summary of Issues with papers published by IFC regarding crimes related to the relocation of the Community House Men’s Shelter

Primary Issues with “Crimes around the IFC Community House”

1. Every map in this paper shows that there is a hotspot of criminal incidents at the current shelter.  The author acknowledges in the conclusion that she cannot disprove that this crime was committed by shelter residents.

2. The paper does not conclude that the shelter is crime-free.  The paper merely shows that there are other significant hotspots of crime in Chapel Hill.  In fact, the shelter address is a prominent hotspot for violent, sexual, property, non-violent, and ordinance crimes in the paper’s figures.

3. The star on 100 W Rosemary obscures the coloring of the map in figure 1, 2, and others such that the purported maximum density of crime is hidden.

4. There appear to be other possible issues related to problems that the author may have had when geocoding the addresses. We have asked for the geocoding data so that we can verify it, but the author has refused to provide it.

Primary Issues with “Crimes around the Proposed Location for IFC Community House”

1. The paper places the Homestart shelter on Homestead Rd in the wrong location and fails to correlate the shown crime density on Homestead to Homestart.  The three references to crime densities "east of the Orange County Social Services Building on Homestead Rd." related to figures 4, 6, and 8 in are actually pictured to be *west* of the OCSSB and are almost certainly crime known to be at Homestart.

2. The paper is completely missing known Rainbow Heights crime.  This is likely one of several major identified geocoding errors in the analysis.

3. The paper compares a suburban area to downtown areas, which is an invalid comparison.  In contrast, nccrime.us compares suburban neighborhood areas to each other.

4. The paper fails to document that the main identified sex crime density area is actually the police station itself, which should have been omitted from the results.  Nccrime.us documents quite clearly why the police station crime should be not be included in statistics.

5. The paper fails to consider the involuntary commitments at Freedom House and the risk of a facility that must routinely commit drug addicts to another institution against their will.

The nccrime.us Web Site

The nccrime.us website is the only website which contains detailed crime records and a comparison of suburban neighborhood crime for Chapel Hill.  

The author of the IFC papers trusted nccrime.us enough to use its incident and address data rather than doing an independent study directly from the police data.  The nccrime.us website provides 3 different reports relating to geocoding issues (due to poor address specificity in police data) and also allows visitors to verify neighborhood crime locations on a map.  The IFC papers do not provide any details about geocoding issues aside from stating that 13% of the addresses are known to be invalid (note that 13% invalid addresses could easily represent 20-30% or more of the incidents if these invalid addresses are incident hotspots).

The nccrime.us website does not provide a mechanism for reliable programmatic export of information.  Nor does nccrime.us enable the bulk export of the latitude and longitude of incidents, such as those which are visible in the suburban neighborhood map comparisons.  The geocoding, a process which maps addresses and locations to latitude and longitude, for the IFC papers was NOT provided by nccrime.us.  The geocoding for the papers was done by the author of the papers.  Thus, the author of the papers is responsible for any errors in the location of places and incidents.

